
 

16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
Re: Coronavirus  
 
We are very grateful to all of our families and staff for their continued support in helping us to 

maintain a calm and measured approach to the current situation. We would like to reassure you that 

we are continuing to do everything we can to keep students and staff safe and prevent the spread of 

Coronavirus. So far, there have been no confirmed cases of the virus at school. The Government has 

indicated that the peak of the virus could be 10-14 weeks from now. This means that avoiding 

disruption to your child’s education for as long as possible is important to us. Our priority is to always 

protect your child and to protect their education, and we will do our best to do both of these things 

in the current circumstances. 

As you probably heard on the news, anyone with a new cough or temperature should now isolate 

themselves for 7 days. We would be very grateful to parents for ensuring that if their children do 

exhibit these symptoms, i.e. either; 

a high temperature – you feel hot to touch on your chest or back 
a new, continuous cough – this means you've started coughing repeatedly 
that they keep them at home and notify us of the absence in the normal way, clearly stating that 

their child is exhibiting these symptoms; this then allows us to monitor that the student abstains 

from school for the required period. 

If the school has made the decision that your child is not well enough to be in school because they 

are presenting with either a persistent cough, temperature, or shortness of breath, arrangements for 

your child to return home will be made. Your child will then not be able to attend school and should 

isolate themselves for 7 days according to current Government advice. Your child’s absence will be 

authorised. 

At present the school has not received specific instruction from Public Health England to take extra 

precautions or preventative measures for students with underlying health conditions. We will, 

however, continue to support students as instructed by their individual healthcare plans, and ensure 

risk assessments are carried out on an individual case by case basis if necessary. In the meantime, if 

you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s medical condition, please contact your 

child’s medical specialist or consultant for further information. Please also continue to check NHS 

and Government websites for the latest health information and advice. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

https://111.nhs.uk/ 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://111.nhs.uk/


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-

19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19 

https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/kb5/rbkc/fis/news.page?id=S3jTE5Vkj6E 

We are doing everything we can to keep standards of hygiene within the school high and we have 

given advice to students: We have increased the amount of cleaning that takes place during the 

school day, particularly in areas that have high contact for students, and we have made sure that 

soap is always available. Please see the Government video regarding handwashing.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQCP7waTRWU&feature=youtu.be 

The Department for Education has also launched a new helpline to answer questions about COVID-
19 related to education. Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 (Opening hours: 8am to 6pm- Monday to Friday) 
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk  

The advice from the Government is that children are not particularly vulnerable to Coronavirus and 
there is no reason for any child to have time off school due to fear they may contract Coronavirus. At 
present, there is no instruction to schools to close and indeed we are not permitted to close unless 
instructed to by Public Health England and the DfE. That said, if there are high levels of staff absence, 
it may become impossible to run the full school and, in such circumstances, we may have to close the 
school to certain year groups; clearly if this were to happen, we would prioritise running the school 
for those year groups completing GCSE and A Level examinations this summer.  
In the event that government guidance changes and we are required to close the school, we have a 

contingency plan in place which would allow the students to continue their learning at home. 

If we were to close, you would be informed by text message and by information on the school 

website. Your child would be sent home with instructions on how to access further work online, on 

the website or via email. You would still be able to contact the school by phone or email and your 

child would be able to also. Any students taking exams would receive as much support as possible 

and we would contact you with any alternative exam arrangements.   

As a parent, the easiest way that you could support your child is by making sure that they have 

access to a computer which they could use to work on if the school was closed as this would enable 

them to access online materials and email. If your child does not have access to a computer, please 

notify the school so that we may be able to support your child. 

Once again, thank you all for your understanding and support of the school at this challenging time. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can help with any further queries and your continued 

promotion of good hygiene with the children would be very much appreciated.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Eugene Moriarty 
Head of Federation 
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