
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers        22nd September 2020 
 
September Update  

                             
I would like to say a very big thank you for supporting your child’s return to school; we are absolutely 

delighted with our whole school attendance of around 96% last week. It is lovely to see the children 

again and they are looking really smart. They are also being very kind and considerate to each other on 

the whole and this is really appreciated. We really appreciate your support, which has made the 

slightly complicated logistics of our return to school so much easier.  

 
Reporting Illness  

We would like to reassure you that we are continuing to do everything we can to keep students and 

staff safe and prevent the spread of COVID-19 infection. We would be very grateful to parents for 

ensuring that if their child/ren do exhibit either of the symptoms below, that they keep their child/ren 

at home and notify us of the absence in the normal way, clearly stating that their child is exhibiting any 

of these symptoms. This then allows us to monitor that the student abstains from school for the 

required period; 

 
- a high temperature – you feel hot to touch on your chest or back 
- a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours. 
- a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
 
If the school has made the decision that your child is not well enough to be in school because they are 
presenting with any of the above symptoms, arrangements for your child to return home will be made. 
Your child will then not be able to attend school and should isolate themselves according to current 
Government advice. Your child’s absence will be authorised. 
 
Fatigue, or sore throat 

Some children may also present with these symptoms; however, these do not meet the current 

COVID-19 criteria for testing or self-isolation. Whilst it may be necessary to keep your child at home 

during periods of illness, as long as your child is well enough to attend school, they should do so.  

 
Please refer to government guidance or the NHS link below for coronavirus symptoms; 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms 

 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms


 
Travel corridors and guidance 
As you are aware, Government guidance regarding travel changes regularly.  Please see link below for 
Government travel guidelines. If your child/ren has visited one of the countries listed please ensure 
you follow government guidance with regards to isolation periods, and do not send your child/ren to 
school until the following day after the isolation period has ended. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-corridors 
 
KS3 to KS4 Ties  
Please could parents of students who have moved from Year 9 to Year 10 purchase their new tie on 
Wisepay so that your child is wearing the correct uniform. Once the school has verified proof of 
purchase, your child can collect their tie from the KS4 office. 
 
Paying for Lunch (Wisepay) 
To pay for lunches please login to your Wisepay account and check the balance.  We no longer accept 

any cash at school, all payments must be on Wisepay.  If you have a problem topping up your child's 

account please contact their Pastoral Year Co-ordinator. Please email Lee Bacciochi for help resetting 

your password on lbacciochi@stahigh.org  

 
School Drop off and pick up 
I appreciate that you want to ensure that your child gets into school safely however I am requesting 
that Parents/Carers move away from the school as quickly and safely as possible. It is particularly 
important not to stand near the school gates to ensure we can maintain social distancing as far as 
possible. 
 

Packed Lunches and other items 

In order to ensure the safety of our community, and keep to the government’s systems of control and 

maintain student ‘bubbles’, we would be grateful if parents could ensure that their child arrives to 

school ready and prepared for the day. This will avoid the need for students to travel to other parts of 

the school building in order to collect lunches or other items for lessons. If your child requires a packed 

lunch, please ensure that they bring this and any other items with them.  

 
Visitors 
We request that parents/carers adhere to the safety measures in place for visitors, and maintain social 

distancing at all times when visiting the main school reception. We also request that all visitors wear 

face coverings when entering the school, including the main school reception. 

Our maximum visitor capacity is three persons at a time and you may be required to wait outside the 

reception area until you are summoned to enter.  

 
We also ask that any requests for meetings with school staff are pre-arranged to ensure we can 
maintain social distancing and avoid overcrowding the school reception. 
 
I will aim to send regular updates. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Eugene Moriarty 
Headteacher 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-corridors
mailto:lbacciochi@stahigh.org

