
 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers         17th March 2020 

 

Important Coronavirus update 

 

We would like to draw your attention to the Government’s announcement yesterday advising those who are 

at increased risk of severe illness from coronavirus, to follow protective measures. The high-risk group 

includes students with underlying health conditions.  

We understand that this may be a concern for parents and students with medical conditions, however we 

will continue to support students as instructed by their individual healthcare plans, and will refer to the 

guidance on social distancing on an individual case by case basis. In the meantime, if you have any questions 

or concerns regarding your child’s medical condition, please contact your child’s medical specialist or 

consultant for further information.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-

people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults 

 

The new guidance states that individuals will be asked to self-isolate for 7 days from the onset of COVID-19 

symptoms, but any individuals in your household will now be asked to self-isolate for 14 days from that 

moment as well. If members of your household develop symptoms, however mild, at any time during the 14 

days, they must not leave home for 7 days from when symptoms started.  

 

In light of this advice and in order to protect our most vulnerable members of the school community, it is 

very important that you do not send your child into school if they, or anyone in your household has  

COVID-19 symptoms, i.e. either; 

- a high temperature – you feel hot to touch on your chest or back 

- a new, continuous cough – this means you've started coughing repeatedly 
- shortness of breath 
 

We would ask that if your child is currently self-isolating and they have siblings in school, the siblings will 

also need to self-isolate for 14 days, even if they have no symptoms. 

 
Please notify us of the absence in the normal way, clearly stating that your child is exhibiting these 

symptoms; this then allows us to monitor that the student abstains from school for the required period. 

If, following an assessment of your child, the school has made the decision that your child is not well enough 

to be in school because they are presenting with either a persistent cough, high temperature, or shortness of 

breath, arrangements for your child and siblings to return home will be made. Your child will then not be 

able to attend school and should isolate themselves according to current Government advice.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults


Summary of guidance on social distancing for everyone in the UK and protecting older people and 

vulnerable adults. Published 16 March 2020 

 

 

Please continue to check NHS and Government websites for the latest health information and advice. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

https://111.nhs.uk/ 

 

Thank you for your continued support 

Yours sincerely 

 
Eugene Moriarty 

Head of Federation 
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