
 

6th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Awarding of Grades for GCSE, AS and A levels, Extended Project Qualifications and Additional 
Extension Awards 

 

We hope this letter finds you well and coping as best as you can under the current circumstances.  We 
know that students in Years 11 and 13 will be feeling particularly disappointed and unsettled by not 
being able to sit their exams this summer in the usual way they had been preparing for.  We are 
writing to let you know that we  have  received  information  about  how  the  Department of 
Education,  and  Ofqual,  will  organise  the  awarding  of grades to students in Years 11 and 13.  

 

A link to the document from the Department of Education which sets out in detail what will happen 
can be found later in this letter along with some links to other detailed information.  The key 
information is outlined below.  As a school we will be asked to send to the exam boards two pieces of 
information for each of your child’s subjects, based on what we know about your child’s work and 
achievements:  

 

1. The grade we believe your child would have been most likely to get if teaching, learning and 
exams had happened as planned 

2. Within each subject, the order of students in the Year group, by performance, for each grade.  
This information will then be used by Ofqual and the exam boards to standardise judgements. 

3. In determining the grade we submit for a student in a subject, we will consider a range of 
evidence, including, but not limited to: 

 Your child’s results in assignments and any mock exams; any non-exam assessment or 
coursework your child might have done; and your child’s general progress during the 
course, including classwork and homework. 

 The students will not be required to complete additional mock exams or homework from 
now on, although we will be providing some A-level bridging work for our Year 
11students to give them a good start to their Post 16 studies and revision material will 
still be accessible. For Year 13, we will continue to ensure access to revision material is on 
Show My Homework and any additional wider reading or deeper learning in preparation 
for those studying at University will also be provided. 

4.  Ofqual will then standardise grades across all schools and colleges to make sure that, as far as 
possible, results  are  fair  and  that  students  are  not  advantaged  or  disadvantaged  because  
their  schools were more generous or harsh than others.  As a result, the final grade your child 
gets could be different from the one which we send to the exam board.  

The information we send to Ofqual and the exam boards will be confidential. We will not be allowed to 
share this with either you or your child.  Results will not be delayed after the dates they were expected 



in August and may even be issued a little earlier. The grades your child will get this summer will look 
exactly the same as in previous years, and will have equal status with universities, colleges and 
employers, to help your child move forward in their journey.  

For  those  students  who  are  unhappy  with  the  grades  they  are  awarded, there  will  be  an  
appeals process, although as yet we  have  no details for this.  Further to this, it  is hoped to be  able to 
offer additional  exams  in  the Autumn  term  as  soon  as  it  is feasible to  do  so, so  that students 
who  are unhappy with their grades have the opportunity to take replacement exams as soon as 
possible. 

 

Ofqual have written a letter to all students explaining this process which can be found here:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 

 

The full document published by the government explaining how grades will be generated can be found 
here:  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-
_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf 

 

St Augustine’s will now take the time, after the Easter Holiday, to fully review this information and 
prepare our systems and procedures  for submitting provisional grades, along with the required 
evidence  to the exam boards. These provisional grades will then be subject to moderation by the 
exam boards and Ofqual. We respectfully request that you do not contact the school to discuss this 
and we will be in touch again after Easter to update you on progress. 

Thank you for your patience in awaiting this information.  We know that you and the students will be 
nervous about the grades and ranking that we will be submitting, but we ask you to trust us to use our 
professional opinion to ensure the fairest outcomes. 

 

With best wishes from all at St Augustine’s and wishing all of our families a very happy Easter. 

 

 

E Moriarty 
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